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Crotalaria willdenowiana DC. subsp. glabrifoliolata 

Ellis, subsp. nov. 

Accedit ad Crotalaiiam willdertowianam DC. 
subsp. willdenowianam a qua tamen differt foli- 
oils glabris in pagina superiore, pubescentia minore 
ad ramulos novellos, radice principali alte lutea. 

Herbae perennes robustae, 20-30 cm altae, 
maturae quidem lignosae ; rami plures, patentes, 
teretes, sparse vestiti capillis adpressis, novelli qui¬ 
dem tomentosi; radix lignosa, furcata, alte lutea. 
Folia trifoliolata, petiolis ad 4 mm longis, pubes- 
centibus; foliola varia, 2 x 1 mm tempore sicco, et 
ad 2 x 1 cm tempore pluvioso, oblanceolata, emar- 
ginata, apiculata, glabra supra, adpresse tomentosa 
infra, petiolulis ± 1 mm longis, pubescentibus; 
stipulis integris, minutis, ovato-laneeolatis. Flores 
2-10 racemosi axillares vel terminales; pedunculis 
et pedicellis pilosis pilis adpressis et patentibus. 
Calyx ± 3 mm longus, 5-lobus, laciniis ad medium 
units, extus tomentosis, glabris intus; corolla lutea, 
papilionacea; vexillum ± 9x7 mm, nervis pur- 
pureis parallelis distinctius insignitum extus quam 
intus, extus adpresse pilosum; alae ± 6x2 mm, 
glabrae; carinae petala + 6x2 mm, glabra; stamina 
10, monadelpha, dimorpha, magna parvis alterna; 
antherae 5 maiores conicae, basifixae, 5 vero minores 
subrotundatae, filamentis fixae ad angulum; ova¬ 
rium sessile, superius, 2-ovulatum, stylo ± 3 mm 
longo, abrupte incurvo ad basin, sursum tomentoso, 
stigmate parvo piloso. Legumen 5x4 m, oblique 
subglobosum, fortiter rostratum, tomentosum, semi- 
nibus duobus ±2x3 mm, reniformibus, griseis, 
nitentibus. 

Holotypus Ellis 13536 A, et isotypi Ellis 13536 
B-M, lecti die 12 decembri 1961 et paratypi Ellis 
16255 A-E lecti 3 martii 1963 ad Coimbatore in 
ditione Madraspatana, in India australi, et positi in 
herbario Reg. Australis Bot. Surv. Ind. ad Coim¬ 
batore, India. 

Crotalaria willdenowiana DC. subsp. glabrifoliolata 

Ellis, subsp. nov. 

Allied to Crotalaria willdenowiana DC. subsp. 
willdenowiana, but differs in having leaflets glab¬ 
rous on the upper surface, lesser amount of pubes¬ 
cence on younger branches and root stocks being 
deep yellow. 

Robust perennial herbs, 20-30 cm tall, woody in 
aged plants; branches numerous, spreading, terete, 
sparsely clothed with adpressed hairs, tomentose 
in younger branches; root stock woody, branched, 
ringed deep yellow. Leaves trifoliolate; petioles 
upto 4 mm long, pubescent; leaflets variable, 


2 x 1 mm in dry periods upto 2 x, 1 cm in rainy 
seasons, oblanceolate, emarginate, apiculate, glabrous 
above, adpressedly tomentose beneath; petiolules ± 
1 mm long, pubescent; stipules entire, minute, 
ovate-lanceolate. Flowers 2-10, in axillary and 
terminal racemes; peduncles and pedicels with 
adpressed and spreading hairs ; calyx ± 3 mm long, 
5-lobed, united to half their lengths, tomentose 
without, glabrous within; corolla yellow, papilio¬ 
naceous ; standard ±9x7 mm, more conspicuously 
parallel-maroon veined without than within, adpres¬ 
sedly hairy without; wing petals + 6x2 mm, 
glabrous; keel petals ±6x2 mm, glabrous ; stamens 
10, monadelphous, dimorphous, 5 big alternating 
with 5 small, persistent as filiform structures around 
dry legumes; 5 big anthers conical, basifixed, 5 
small anthers roundish, attached -at an angle to 
filaments; ovary sessile, superior, i-ovuled; styles 
± 3 mm long, abruptly incurved at base, tomentose 
upwards; stigmata small, hairy. Legumes 5x4 
mm, obliquely subglobose, strongly beaked, tomen¬ 
tose, 2-seeded ; seeds ±2x3 mm, reniform, gray, 
shiny. 

Holotype Ellis 13536 A, and isotypes Ellis 13536 
B-M were collected on the 12th December 1961, 
and Paratypes Ellis 16255 A-E were collected on 
the 3rd March 1963 in the compound of Gandhi 
.Memorial Library, Coimbatore, Madras State, South 
India. They have been deposited in the Herba¬ 
rium of the Southern Circle of the Botanical Sur¬ 
vey of India, Coimbatore, South India. 

Flowering and Fruiting : Almost throughout the 
year. 

This plant is commonly seen in and around 
Coimbatore Town, and the taxon is geographically 
isolated from Crotalaria willdenowiana " DC., for 
the latter taxon is not seen growing in or around 
Coimbatore Town. 
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